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ar of SFS Sponsorved Dances

DATE BAND CALLER LOCATION
Dec 3rd 7:30-9:30 Wed Jam Band Karen and Nora™** Woman'’s Club Hall
Dec 13th 7:00-10:00 Sat Prestwold Players Penn East Spokane Grange
Dec 17th 7:30-9:30 Wed Dog Paw Emily Woman'’s Club Hall
Jan 7th 7:30-9:30 Wed Jam Band Karen and Susan*™ | Woman’s Club Hall
Jan 10th 7:00-10:00 Sat River City Ramblers Nancy East Spokane Grange
Jan 21st 7:30-9:30 Wed Reel Friends Nora Woman'’s Club Hall

** Two callers split the evening with Jam Band playing

Note: This schedule may be altered at any time during the season.
Now Accepting Credit Cards at Our Dances

Contra Dancing in December

The highlight of the December season is the 45™ annual Holiday Contra featuring
caller Penn Fix and the band Prestwold Players on Saturday December 13™ at the
East Spokane Grange. The evening begins with a grand march at 7PM and ends with
a holiday waltz at 10PM. Penn will call some old favorites including Chorus Jig and
Prestwold Players play rousing jigs and reels inter-mixed with holiday tunes. Bring a
dessert to share at the break. General admission is $12 and for SFS members $10.
Kids under 18 are free.

Our two Wednesday dances for the month start with 1* Wednesday contra on De-
cember 3™. Nora Scott and Karen Wilson Bell will share calling duties with music
by the Jam Band. Our 3™ Wednesday contra on December 17" features Emily Faulk-
ner with Dog Paw. Remember both these dances are at the Woman’s Club Hall.
General admission is $10 and for SFS members $7. Kids under 18 are free.

— =
Sunday Matinee Contra Dance in Coeur D’Alene |

The Spokane Folklore Society and the Coeur d’Alene Public Library are cohost-
ing a contra dance at the library on Sunday December 7 from 2PM to 4PM. Penn
Fix and Debbi Mykkanen will call family style and contra dances for couples,
singles and families. Crooked Kilt will play happy jigs and reels. The dance is
free with donations encouraged. SFS board member Debbi Mykkanen has led
this SFS reach out initiative. See flyer on the following page

.............................................................................................................................. &



ALL AGES

Join us for our first ever Community
Contra Dance sponsored by the Spokane
Folklore Society and featuring local band
Crooked Kilt.

This is a FREE event!

All are welcomed — including singles,
couples, and families.

The dances are easy to learn, taught by
Experienced callers.

For more information about this style of
dance visit: spokanefolklore.org/about-
contra-dancing/

SUNDAY, DECEMBER
(2-4 PM)

%//COEUR D'ALENE PUBLIC ‘ #
YBRARY musans




Forty Five Years Ago..........
Stopping By on a Snowy Evening

By Penn Fix

On a snowy Saturday in late December of 1980, over a hundred folks gathered to celebrate the
culmination of a year of discovery and magic. Ten months earlier, many of them had experienced
for the very first time contradancing, a long-time tradition from New England but newly intro-
duced to the Northwest. After returning home from teaching in New England,

Penn Fix began a contradance series in January 1980 with caller Bob Childs and a Spokane band
called Irish Jubilee. Bob had come from his home in Maine to learn to make violins under Anton
Smith at the Spokane Community College. After finishing the program in June, Bob returned to
the East and Penn assumed the calling duties with Irish Jubilee. The band’s original core members
were Darla Carroll German and Judy McClarin, both professors at Eastern Washington Universi-
ty. They along with Dawn Holiday would spend their lunch hours playing music while on cam-
pus. At some point Judy who played penny whistle and Darla who played fiddle decided to form a
band that included Joe Minx who played bodhran. Judy came up with the name of the band in-
spired by an album cover (Judy’s version) or a song (Darla’s version). Jack Lindberg became
their guitar player after the original guitarist stormed out of a recording session in which Jack was
helping the technician. By the time Penn had hired them to play for the first spring contradance
series with Bob they were a tight performance band. The monthly series included a contra dance
and a square dance called by Wild Bill Regan with an old-time string band headed up by fiddler
Geoff Seitz.

By the time of Spokane’s first Christmas Contra Dance, most participants had only danced four
or five contras in their lifetimes. Nevertheless, the hall was full of enthusiastic dancers that snowy
night on December 20th. There were three contra lines of dancers throughout the evening. Tradi-
tions that continue 45 years later were started that night including the grand march and the shared
12 Days of Christmas song, the ornament exchange and potluck desserts served midway through
the evening. Penn called a wide range dances including contras, reels, squares, circles, and cou-
ple dances. Irish Jubilee played wonderful Irish reels and jigs. The band had expanded that night
to include Judy, Darla, Jack, Joe and a couple of other musicians including Nancy Lindberg.

The success of both the Christmas Contra and the spring and fall dance series of 1980 launched
a love of contradances that continues to this day in our community. Not long after that first Christ-
mas Contra Dance, the original Irish Jubilee disbanded. Judy left for a sabbatical in California and
never returned. Now retired from the University of California system, she has two grandchildren
to keep her busy and she still plays some pennywhistle in her home in northern California. Darla
also left, moving to Missouri where she fell in love with Missouri fiddle tunes taught by mentors
she fondly refers to as “old coots.” After teaching many years in the Maryland community col-
lege system, she is retired. With her longtime partner. Darla lives in Maryland where she actively
plays fiddle in an old-time string band called Darla Jean and the Somethin’ or Others. Jack re-
mained in Spokane for the next twenty years playing for contradances with fiddler Arvid Lundin.
He now resides in Pennsylvania here he continues to be involved in the music scene playing both
guitar and wind instruments. Joe passed away over 15 years




It is Time to Renew your SFS Membership!

Remember to renew your SFS memberships for this season and qualify for discounts at all of our SFS events.
Save $3 at our Wednesday dances and $2 at our Saturday ones. Memberships and donations are critical. Dance rev-
enue only covers stipends to callers, bands and sound tech as well as hall rent. Expenses like insurance, website
management, PO box rental, storage for equipment and promotion expenses have to be covered by memberships
and donations. We need your support. Click on the Membership Form button or go to:

https://spokanefolklore.org/join/

There click on Join Us and either download the membership form and mail it into SFS PO Box 141. Spokane,
WA 99210 or pay online using your credit card.

Remember you are saving us 6% if you pay by check.

Area Contra Dances not Sponsored by SFS

Palouse Folklore Society Contact: Roberta Radavich <oldhuffalump@frontier.com>
Third Saturday Dances
1912 Center [Building]
at 412 East Third Street in Moscow, ID across from the High School

All dances are taught. Singles, families & beginners are always welcome.

Admission is $6 for members, $8 for non-members& $5 for first time beginners. Lessons
at 7:30 p.m. Dancing begins at 8 p.m.

Our dances are fragrance-free events! Please help our members stay as healthy as possible by
not wearing fragranced products!

Sandpoint Contra For more information, sandpointcontra@gmail.com

Mark your calendars! Contra dance every second Friday at historic Sandpoint Community
Hall, 204 S First Ave in Sandpoint , 7-10 pm, $5-$10 donation. Live music, lively caller, all
dances taught and called. New dancers warmly welcomed and encouraged to arrive in time for
the beginning of the dance. Come alone or bring a friend, no partner needed.

December 12 TBA. Bring your smile and a water bottle; clean, soft-soled shoes a plus, and please
be fragrance-free:

Spokane 4th Friday Contra Dancing at the Spokane Sinto Center

The dancing begins at 7:30pm after the instruction session for beginners. All dances are clear-
ly taught and called by Susan Dankovich with music by Reel Friends.

All ages of adventuresome folks are welcome. Great music by Reel Friends. Smiling people
like you, dancing up a storm! Share the snack potluck at break with the other dancers.

7:30-10pm $8.00/adult under 7/free older kids/ Donation
Sinto Senior Activity Center 1124 W. Sinto in Spokane.

Well lit, off-street parking.

Air Conditioning

More info: call/text (509)230-4779 or email sdanko@cet.com



http://www.1912center.org/
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BAND: RIVER CITY RAMBLERS

CALLER: NANCY STAUB
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NEWCOMERS WELCOME ALL DANCES TAUGHT
OH, THE WEATHER OUTSIDE IS FRIGHTFUL

BUT THE DANCING IS SO DELIGHTFUL ‘
SO COME TO THE CONTRA ON SATURDAY s (] ‘,M»
AND LET US SWING, LET US SWING, TN

LET US SWING!

EAST SPOKANE GRANGE
1621 N. PARK RD BRING SNACKS TO SHARE

FOR MORE INFO: WWW.SPOKANEFOLKLORE.ORG




